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NEWS &NEWS &
UPDATESUPDATES

Work by: Foundation Batch - 2021 - 2022  



DESIGN GURU DAY

The Institute of Design at JK
Lakshmipat University has been
proud to organise Design Guru
Day in memory of Prof. M.P. Ranjan
on his birthday, 9th November
2022. This year, we felicitated Prof.
Ashoke Chatterjee who delivered
the 2022 MP Ranjan Memorial
Lecture on the topic, ‘The Hope
and The Reason: Design Education
in India’

Ashoke Chatterjee was the
executive director of National
Institute of Design (NID) from 1975-
85. During his time, NID gained
international recognition as one of
the leading institutions of design.
He has worked extensively with the
Jawaja block in Rajasthan.  He has
served as Senior Faculty Advisor
and a distinguished fellow at NID. 

Photo by: Paraj Bhargava



DESIGN GURU DAY

For his outstanding contributions
to the field of design and heritage,
Ashoke Chatterjee was felicitated
as the Design Guru 2022 in an
event hosted in JKLU. The
programme commenced with an
address from the Vice Chancellor
of JKLU, followed by a series of
presentations on the life and work
of Prof. MP Ranjan and Ashoke
Chatterjee. 

The students of design at JKLU
showcased their talents through
various ways such as shooting a
short video byte on the life of
design students at JKLU, launching
the first ever merchandise store
and putting up an exhibition in the
campus. 

He has been a consultant in India
and internationally on projects
concerned with water
management and environmental
issues. Chatterjee has served as
honorary president of the Crafts
Council of India, and board of
directors of Aid to Artisans - a US
based non profit organization that
provides aid to artisans all over
the world.

Photos by: Yuvraj Soni

Students interacting with
Prof. Ashoke Chatterjee 



NEW FACULTY

Binil Mohan is an experienced
design management professional,
currently affiliated JKLU IoD. He has
a rich decade long experience in
design education, crafts outreach
and international student
exchange programs. He had
anchored the ‘Crafting Luxury and
Lifestyle Businesses’ program at
Indian Institute of Crafts & Design 
 along with IIM, Ahmedabad – a
unique program for young design
entrepreneurs who wish to build
strong, conscious global
businesses that are deeply
influenced by Indian heritage and
artisanal craftsmanship.

Binil has an undergraduate degree
in Tourism from Indian Institute of
Tourism and Travel Management,
Gwalior and a masters degree in
Fashion from NIFT, New Delhi. He
has also completed executive
education programme on ‘Luxury
and Lifestyle Businesses’ from IIM,
Ahmedabad.

Institute of Design, JKLU is happy to
welcome a new member in the
family. Binil Mohan has joined as
Assistant Professor and will be
taking many courses across the
different programmes. 

He is a recipient of CSIP Research
Fellowship anchored at Ashoka
University and Sahapedia-UNESCO
Fellowship. Binil has worked in
advisory capacity with an award-
winning philanthropic initiative –
Kalhath Institute ,Lucknow. Prior to
moving into academia, he worked
with a prominent apparel brand,
handling their product management. 
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GEOMETRY 

The course on Geometry helped
students to appreciate
geometrical patterns in natural
forms and understand
geometrical relations. 

Students were taught geometry
and its relevance to design,
methodology of geometric
construction and more. 

Photos by: Yuvraj Soni 

Students of foundation 
setting up the exhibition 



GEOMETRY 

The course then progressed to
understanding of geometry of
solids and its application in form
generation. It includes enhanced
geometric construction: derivation
of regular and semi- regular
tessellations, geometry of solids,
construction of regular polygons
and ellipse, derivation of
Archimedean solids, subdivision of
regular polyhedron into symmetric
components.  

Students of foundation with 
Prof. Amitanshu R. Shrivastava
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GEOMETRY 
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III SEMESTER

Simple Product Design was the
first major project-based course
which necessitated the students
to take up an individual project.
The project required the student to
research, define, speculate, plan,
and execute individual projects
within the precincts of a well-
defined context in the field of
simple product design or simple
furniture design.

This course was taken by Anirudha
Biswas.

Dhruv Beda took the problem of
solving the safe transport of milk
products through a rigorous
process of ideation, iteration and
prototyping.

Photos by: Dhruv Beda 



III SEMESTER

Abhay Pratap Singh recognized
the problem of making cow dung
cakes in rural areas through
intensive research and was able
to design a cow dung cake maker.

Photos by: Abhay Pratap Singh 



III SEMESTER

Karan Choudhary made
a product that solves
the problem of stacking
loose paper in an
efficient way. 

Photos by: Karan
Choudhary 
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III SEMESTER

The Design Project on Publication
Design introduced students to
publication design, processes,
approaches, strategies, and tools.
Students were taught to
understand how to design a
publication in keeping with
specific requirements, massive
circulation models as well as
targeted markets.

Students learnt to make use of
digital tools and are given insights
to print and production process
with regards to different segments
of publication industries. 

The course was mentored by
Sagarmoy Paul.

Brochure Design by Shruti Kumari
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III SEMESTER

The final Design Project for
Interaction Design students was
on 'Design of an App-based
Product'. 

Students identified a design
opportunity in the real world and
produced a solution. 

Students followed the design
process from conducting user
research to the final product and
applied the knowledge of the
coursework of the entire semester
through the design for the
development of a web-based and
app-based project. 

Nest is a family productivity app
that will let the user know their
schedules, home tasks and
activity of a family which will
affect how families plan ahead.

This will increase esteem by doing
tasks effectively and
communicating with family by
building togetherness. 

Work by Jasmine Kaur, Arjun
Sajan Babu and Aditi Mohanan.
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Work by Aparna, Taruni,
Yash and Rishika 



V SEMESTER

Internet of Things deals with the
basics of electronics and
programming that gave learners
the necessary triggers to start
creating substantial devices
capable of sensing, controlling
physical signals, using Arduino
and ESP boards. This module
provided basic concepts related
to the Internet of Things, discussed
statistics about IoT and described
IoT networks types. 

The course was taken by Prof.
Devanuj Balkrishan with inputs
from Prof. Devika Kataria. 

The design project required
learners to undertake the task of
providing design solutions within
the domain of an IoT product. 

Work by Aparna, Taruni,
Yash and Rishika 



V SEMESTER

Work by Aparna, Taruni, 
Yash and Rishika 

An IoT Device that assists
shoppers at supermarkets to
make purchases quickly
through the use of an
application and kiosk. 



SYSTEMSSYSTEMS
DESIGNDESIGN
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Picture of JK Paper Gujarat 
by Mannat Bardia



VII SEMESTER

A wonderful opportunity for the
final year students was presented
in the form of a live system
design project with the JK Paper
at three locations in Odisha,
Gujarat, and Telangana. Three
teams accompanied by design
faculty of JKLU visited the JK Paper
offices to understand the eco-
system and analyse its problems.



VII SEMESTER

Systems design dealt with
systems thinking that acted as a
decisive tool to organize and
maximize the qualitative and
quantitative processes of large-
scale systems.This also included
inputs from Social Design that
looked at ways in which empathy
and innovation can be used as
tools to benefit a targeted social
group, community.

Students came up with various
ideas, strategies and processes
rooted in design thinking in order
to enhance the systems of work at
JK Paper and ultimately be of
good use for the beneficiaries and
stakeholders. 

Doodle by Sagar Pandey

Illustration by 
Sagar Pandey
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III SEMESTER

"This project is a holistic approach
to harvesting crops in farms.
Manual efforts have to be done by
laborers and farmers who earn
marginally. 

Existing machineries cannot be
taken over hilly terrains and is
hard to move in farms due to
weight.

Due to this,  people suffer from
musculoskeletal disorder from
carrying the weight on their back.

With this concept, I tried to lessen
those efforts in terrains that are
difficult to navigate."

By Vijay Patil 
(M.Des. Product Design)

The Design Project for M.Des.
Product Design students of
Semester III centered around
Technically Complex Product. 

Work by Vijay Patil



I SEMESTER

"Understanding Systems and
how it works was one of the
major outcomes of this course.
We had to take a Physital system
which lies between the physical
and digital system so to
understand both the aspects of
systems. I chose Airbnb as my
area of research because I was
fascinated by the hospitality
industry and how it works so
smoothly.  

I did user researches, went to a lot
of AirBnbs, took interviews, and
thenI got to know that even
though it looked like a perfect
business from afar, it had many
flaws that are unrecognised.
 
This led me to discover problem
statements within the system 
 and I ideated an ideal hosting
platform – a new system that can
be included in the existing system
without disrupting it."

By Alind Agarwal (M.Des.
Interaction Design"

The first Design Project for M.Des.
students was an intensive course
on Systems Design. 

Work by Alind Agarwal 
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BRAND POSITIONING

Brand positioning was taught by
our academic associate, Swarnima
Dwivedi. 

The course aimed to help students
understand of a brand through
brand board, consumer board,
product and service boards along
with other visual aids.

The course also dealt with
determining the future
development and positioning of a
brand to gain competitive
advantage in context of global
changes.Students also worked on

conducting research on brands
and analysed customer buying
behaviours. 

Work by Anchita Sohni



FILM APPRECIATION

Film Appreciation was taught by
our Integrated Communication
Design faculty lead, Aastha Gohil. 

The elective dealt with the history,
theoretical understanding and
practice of Film Making.

The students also learnt film
language, techniques and world
history from the perspective of
design and introduce students to
the fundamental concepts of
application of design thinking in
films.

The course aimed to teach holistic
understanding of visual culture and
the trajectory from still to moving
images. Work by Rohan Rajesh



GENERATIVE PROGRAMMING FOR
IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES

Generative programming for
immersive experiences was taught
by Prof. Dhruv Saxena. 

The course looked at visual
programming that is a key skill
needed to utilize and exploit the
intersections of art, design, and
technology.

Through the course, students
developed deep and intuitive
understanding of the nature of
code/node-based programming.

The advent of tools like p5js and
hydra has been well received in the
art community and there is a tech-
enabled identity of designers and
artists on the rise.

Infographic Design was taught
Prof. Yash Raizada. 

The students developed the ability
to make sense of information data
and appreciate relationships that
exist in data and explain them in a
digestible manner.

This course helped the students to
understand information, explore
relationships in data and then
present them through infographics.

INFOGRAPHIC DESIGN

A snippet of infographic
design by Aparna Rajanala.



HOW TO JUDGE A CHARACTER

How to Judge a Character was taught
by Prof. Shivatmika Lala, an animation
design graduate from NID. 

Through this course, students got
used to the idea of iteration and
refinement in designs, better
serving the story and direction.
Exploration, getting out of comfort
zones, and visually communicating
through drawing were major
components of this elective.

The course involved giving life to
shapes so they become
memorable as characters with
interesting personalities. These
stemmed from real-life
observations and good old
imagination!
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WATCH: THE MINIMALISTS -
LESS IS NOW 

'The Minimalists: Less Is Now' is A 
 documentary film directed by Matt
D'Avella and housed under Netflix. 
 The narrative focuses on two
friends, Joshua Fields Millburn and
Ryan Nicodemus, who call
themselves The Minimalists, and 
 expound on the benefits of living a
minimalist life. 

https://images.app.goo.gl/jyvTqigR5gBemz4Q8

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Documentary_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Minimalists


READ: GRAPHIC DESIGN VISIONARIES 

The book tracks the development
of design, from early innovators
such as Edward McKnight Kauffer
and Alexey Brodovitch to important
figures of mid-century Swiss Design
and corporate American branding. 

https://images.app.goo.gl/u1LJocA6y1xWSH4k6

Combining insightful text and key
visual examples, this is a dynamic
and richly illustrated guide to the
individuals whose vision has
defined the world of graphic
design.

Authored by Caroline Roberts,
'Graphic Design Visionaries features
75 of the world's most influential
designers, and covers the story of
graphic design through the riveting
personal stories and significant
works that have given shape to the
practice.



Designews Curated by: 
Sarah Jain,
Programme Manager,
Institute of Design,
JK Lakshmipat University. 


